
Introducing… 
READING TREE LEAVES 

PlantAmnesty’s new book group – now there’s something different! 
 

Tuesday, July 17th, 2007 
6-7:30pm BBQ dinner, 7:30-9pm discussion & future book selection  

at Lacia’s, 7359  33rd Ave NE in Seattle,  
info (206) 522-4472 or  (preferably) email LLB101@excite.com  

 
Kickoff BBQ and book discussion on tree and garden related books. BBQ includes corn, salmon, salad, 
bread and pie.  RSVP’s appreciated for food planning by Sunday 7/15/07, but come even if you decide at 
the last minute. Friends, spouses and participating teenagers are welcome. 
 
Our first gathering (July) will discuss the 
book “The Golden Spruce: A True 
Story Of Myth, Madness, And Greed 
by John Vaillant. 
 
One review reads: A tale of obsession so fierce that a man kills the thing 
he loves most: the only giant golden spruce on earth.  

As vividly as Jon Krakauer put readers on Everest, John Vaillant takes us into 
the heart of North America's last great forest, where trees grow to eighteen 
feet in diameter, sunlight never touches the ground, and the chainsaws are 
always at work.  

When a shattered kayak and camping gear are found on an uninhabited 
island, they reignite a mystery surrounding a shocking act of protest. Five 
months earlier, logger-turned-activist Grant Hadwin had plunged naked into 
a river in British Columbia's Queen Charlotte Islands, towing a chainsaw. 
When his night's work was done, a unique Sitka spruce, 165 feet tall and 
covered with luminous golden needles, teetered on its stump. Two days 
later it fell.  

The tree, a fascinating puzzle to scientists, was sacred to the Haida, a fierce 
seafaring tribe.  
 
And another:  “This powerful and vexing man-versus-nature tale is set in 
an extraordinary place, Canada's Queen Charlotte Islands,…With a firm 
grasp of every confounding aspect of this suspenseful and disturbing story 
and a flair for creating arresting allegories and metaphors, Vaillant conveys 
a wealth of complex… information (and) incisive interpretation of the 
essential role trees have played in human civilization.” 
 

 On September 18 (location 

TBA), we’ll try the 
lighthearted “Beds I Have 
Known: Confessions of a 
Passionate Amateur 
Gardener” by Martha 
Smith.  
 
An excerpt and review: "By mid-August of my 
first gardening year, when the entire office had 
been swamped by the floral deluge and I was 
reduced to putting bouquets on the desks of people 
I don't even particularly like…This is how Martha 
Smith charms her readers for over 300 pages in 
…Beds I Have Known. Dubbed the Erma Bombeck 
of gardening, her writing is refreshing, funny and 
natural… A seedy cast of characters blooms with 
each chapter. We delight in their fragrance. The 
chapter titles warn us…"Peonies Envy...Canna Lily 
Kill Ya?... This enchanting organically diverse 
garden of words is seeded with photos and 
drawings. Smith gives us a bouquet to lighten the 
rooms in our heart. 
 
And another: “on a recent road trip, I read this 
book aloud to (my husband) as he drove and he 
almost wrecked from laughing so hard. This is a 
very funny book and the author knows too well the 
joys as well as the back-breaking hard work that 
gardening can be. My favorite chapter - "Canna lily 
kill you?" - a must read for gardeners who enjoy a 
spike of humor.” 
 

 
Future books and gathering locations will be chosen by those who show up.  Suggestions so far include: “Botany of 
Desire” by Michael Pollan, Diary of a Compost Hotline Operator” by Spring Gillard, Sex, Botany & Empire: 
The Story of Carl Linnaeus and Joseph Banks by Patricia Fara, In the Land of the Blue Poppies: The 
Collected Plant-Hunting Writings of Frank Kingdon Ward  by Frank Kingdon Ward 
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